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Never before has there been a greater need for the cardiovas-
cular specialist to pursue active involvement in shaping health
care policy. Never before has the College been called on so
frequently to represent the membership on issues and concerns
that inflacnec the way we practice our profession . We now
routinely participate early in the health policy formulation
process and provide meaningful input into congressional com-
mittees and government agencies such as the Health Care
Financing Administration (HCFA), the National Institutes of
Health and the Food and Drug Administration .
It is only through regular communication with both the
College membership and health care pulicymakers that we
can keep the concerns of the cardiovascular specialist and
quality patient care in the forefront of the debate . More than
ever, the College counts on each member to help establish
priorities in the rapidly changing health care field .
ACC coalition efforts . To increase the effectiveness of our
efforts in shaping health care policy . we have joined in and
formed coalitions with other societies in the pursuit of
common goals . For example, we are working with a coalition
of 23 medical societies to reverse the legislation that elimi-
nated Medicare payments for the interpretation of electro-
cardiograms
. We are also providing expertise to advisory
panels such as the Physician Payment Review Commission .
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Advisory Committee
on the Medical Use of Isotopes and the Council on Graduate
Medical Education.
The College continually evaluates important ongoing pol-
icy issues such as reform of professional liability insurance
systems and examination of alternative methods to fund
graduate medical education and biomedical research . As
HCFA implements the controversial Medicare fee schedule
this year, the College will also continue its role in shaping
some of the complicated decisions being made about the
delivery of cardiovascular specialty services .
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Role of College members. College members have closely
monitored and attempted to influence the development of the
Medicare fee schedule, beginning with comments on the
methods employed by William Hsiao, PhD, and his col-
Icagues at Harvard University, who conducted the research
leading to the Resource-Based Relative Value Scale
(RBRV
S)
. Since that time, hundreds of volunteer hours have
contributed to developing the College position each step of
the way. The phones at Heart House have never been more
busy with members alerting the College about the local
impact of these new federal policies
.
Most recently, to prepare the response of the cardiovascu-
lar community to the new fee schedule, four separate studies
were conducted, each requiring more than 150 telephone
contacts with members. The College convened technical meet-
ings, modified Delphi panels, and writing groups to produce a
uptficd position . More than 70 volunteer members contributed
to these studies. This extraordinary commitment was coordi-
nated with the American Society of Echocardiography, the
North American Society for Pacing an ;: Electrophysiology and
the Society for Cardiac Angiography and Interventions, and it
can be expected to continue into the future .
Goals of your president
. Members representing the vari-
ous subspecialty areas in cardiovascular medicine may
have differing interests, but we need to remain united
within the cardiovascular specialty field to provide a
strong and effective voice . My presidency will focus on
bringing the unique skills and capabilities of the cardiovas-
cular specialist to the health care policy debate and in turn
will provide you with the most up is date and timely
information so that you may participate in this process . I
want to impress on each of you the importance of reading, in
your monthly copy of our newsletter Cardiology, the
"Washington Report" and "News frcm the Private Sector"
columns. which focus on critical isshes our profession is
confronting.
The need has never been greater. 'Working together, we
can achieve a lot. It is a time for action .
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